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Plant Support Arrangements 

This invention relates to arrangements for 
supporting plants when growing in the ground* 

It is common practice to use canes to support 
young plants, the canes being pushed into the ground by hand. 
However, these canes are not altogether satisfactory in that 
they tend to break/ split or splinter and can injure the hand« 
Also, in order to provide firm support for plants, the canes 
have to be pushed quite deep into the ground and this can be 
difficult if the ground is hard or if a stone is encountered. 

I have now devised plant supports which overcome 
these difficulties. In accordance with this inventiton, there 
is provided a support which comprises an elongate element having 
at least three elongatte spikes projecting from one end but 
spaced radially outwards from the axis of the elongate element. 

Preferably this support comprises a plastics 
injections moulding. Because it has at least three (preferably 
four) spikes positioned radially outwards from the longitudinal 
axis of the support, the support is very stable when spiked into 
the ground and does not have to be driven into the ground as 
far as normal canes used hitherto. 

Preferably once the support has been spiked into 
the ground, it may be extended upwards to the required height by 
adding elongate extension members arranged to couple end-to-end. 
Preferably each extension member has a socket at one end for 
fitting over the upper end of the ground support, or for 
fitting over the upper end of a preceding extension member. In 
this manner the supports can be built up to modular heights. 

Preferably connecting rods with hooked ends are 
provided, for interconnecting supports (or their extension 
members) which are spiked into the ground at adjacent positions. 
If for example a number of supports are positioned in a square 
or rectangle and joined by such connecting rods, the connecting 



rods can be used to support netting or plastic covers. 

An embodiment of this invention will now be 
described by way of example only and with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIGURE 1 is a view of a ground support, extension 
member and connecting rod in accordance with this invention; and 
FIGURE 2 is a view showing ways in which the 
components of Figure 1 may be used. 

Referring to Figure 1 there is shown a ground 
support 10 which comprises an elongate rod-like element 12 
having a number of elongate spikes 14 projecting from one end, 
these spikes 14 being positioned radially outwards from the axis 
of the elongate element 12 and positioned at equal angular 
intervals and joined to the end of element 12 by radially 
extending elongate portions 15. There are four spikes 14 in the 
example shown, but in general there may be three or more: also, 
there may be an additional spike projecting from the end of the 
element 12 along its axis. The element 12 has a rounded upper 
end and the component comprises a one-piece injection moulding. 

FIGURE 1 further shows an elongate, rod-like 
extension member 20, which also comprises a one-piece injection 
moulding. Member 20 is formed with a socket 22 at one end and 
its other end is rounded. The socket 22 fits over the upper end 
of the ground support 10 and then the upper end of this extension 
member may receive the socket end of an identical extension 
member for further extending the support, and so on. 

FIGURE 1 also shows an elongate connecting rod 30 
formed at each end with' an open hook 32 for engaging around the 
element 12 of the ground supports or around the extension members 
20. The connecting rod is also a one-piece plastics injection 
moulding. 

In use the ground support 10 is spiked into the 
ground and then one or more extension members 20 are coupled end- 
to-end onto the ground support to the required height. As the 
plant grows, further extension members can be added as and when 
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needed. 

The ground support 10 provides a firm engagement 
with the ground and therefore a firm support for the plant. 

Referring to Figure 2, a number of ground 
supports 10 can be spiked into the ground at adjacent positions 
e.g. on a square or rectangle, and then the plastics connecting 
rods 30 can be hooked around adjacent ground supports or the 
extension members 20 of adjacent ground supports. Separating 
rods 31r identical- to the connecting rods 30, can be hooked 
around already-installed connecting rods 30, as shown in Figure 
2. The connecting rods and separating rods can be used to 
support netting or plastic covers. Advantageously, the 
connecting rods 30 can be adjusted vertically on the ground 
supports or the extension members as the plants grow, and also 
the separating rods 31, can be adjusted horizontally along the 
connecting rods 30 to alter the areas of the squares or 
rectangles defined by the rods 30, 31 to suit the plants as they 
grow. 



CLAIMS 



Referring to drawings page 1 there is shown a ground support to which comprises 
an elongate rod-lilce element 12 having a number of elongate spikes 14 projecting 
from one end, these spikes 14 being positioned radially outwards from the axis of 
the elongate element 12 and positioned at equal angular intervals and joined to the 
end of element 12 by radially elongate portions 15. There are four spikes 14 in the 
example shown, but in general there may be three or more: Also, there may be an 
additional spike projecting from the end of the element 12 along its axis. The 
element 12 has a rounded upper end and the component comprises a one-piece 
injection moulding. 

Drawings page 1 further shows an elongate, rod-like extension member 20, which 
also comprises a one-piece injection moulding. Member 20 is formed with a socket 
22 at one end and its other is rounded. The socket 22 fits over the upper end of the 
ground support 10 and then the upper end of this extension member may receive 
the socket end of an identical extension member for further extending the support, 
and so on. 



MTBWn^Tj^^ CLAIMS 

1. TSB EXTENDABLE FL&SO^IC OARDEB CANE, CCSIPRISBS OF SOLXD PLASDIC 
IIOTH A EOUICDED POHPION AT OBE EKD AED A TKDOBR ITTSH P3T JOINT AT 

THE OTHBR- EKD, AS IN DIAGRARi ( l/2. 20-22 ) 

2. TEKRKPORE EACH EXTEtrSION mSBER HAS A SOCKET AT ONE END K>R 
F3TTIN0 OVER THS PRECEDING EXTENSION KEISBER, IN THIS MANNER 
MODULAR miCmS CAN fiS ACHIEVED. 

3. TVv>b PLA^IC CANES CAN THEREFORE m FITTED TOOBTHER, AND AS CAN 
BE SSm IF TH£ CANES ARE OF 3«5" lENGOBHS , ONE SHIPLB ISDVEMENT 
CONYEIECS THE EXTENDED PLASTIC CANE, TO EXCESS OP SIX FEET, 

( SEE DIjUGRAH 1/2, 20A, 22A,- 20, 22,) AS FITTED IN EMENDED MODE 
MD TO END, 
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